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TO THE 


Chriſtian Reader. 


I == — 8 the "OR of ſending * 
EA) 5 broad this ſmall Tract, by 
Wa of Dialogue, into the 


dg 
World, is too well known 


unto the World; and the more known, 
the more to be lamented : ſo I thought 
this Way of Diſcourſe moſt proper, 
becauſe moſt familiar, therefore the 
ſooneſt, and beſt by thee to be under- 
ſtood. The — it treateth of, are, 
CoD 


CH. The Pxtrace. 
Oo in his Nature; and, one of the 
| higheſt Points of our Holy Religion, 
the Doctrine of the TRINITY, in the 
Unity of the DEITY. There are not 
wanting ſuch as deny the very Being of 
a GOb; and if others do own him, 
even among them that do ſo, there are 
ſome found that preach him, Blaſphe- 
mouſly, away again. A Man can ne- 
ver be ſaid to believe a Gob in Truth, 
that believeth not IE Sus CHRIST, who 
is the Truth, John 14. 6. A plain 
and certain Demonſtration, that, if 
GOD 1s true, and CHRIST is the 
Truth, CHRIST is GOD, very GOD, 
and the true GOD. How therefore a 
Perſon can pretend to believe a GOD in 
Truth, and not believe the Truth, 
ſeemeth ſuch a Riddle, as none but 
| waking Dreamers can unfold; and ſuch 
Perſons are not aſhamed op nly now to 
appear before the Facesgw#, the Sons of 
Men; nay, even before*the.Preſence of 
{ Gop, in his Church, and take upon 
them to juſtify ſuch their Blaſphemies 


* © 7 
+ 


The PRE FACE. ill. 


unto both, thereby approving them- 
ſelves Enemies unto both: And ſo in- 


curring upon their own Foreheads, as 
well asConſciences, the Character given 
by st. Faul to ſome in his Days, ſaying, 


They killed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
their own Prophets, and have perſecuted 
us; and they pleaſe not God, and are 


contrary to all Men. 1 The, 2. 15. 
"Theſe are they whoſe Words, eat, as 
doth a Canker, the very Heart and Sub- 
ſtance of all true Godlineſs, and render 
the Chriſtian Name odious, and Religi- 
on idolatrous. The Poyſon of Aſps is 
under their Lips, and the Doctrine of 
Devils iſſueth forth out of their Mouths ; 
of whoſe Deceivings all ought therefore 
to be awace, and no leſs ſecurely guar- 
ded againſt; Which is the only Inten- 


tion of my Labouts in this Paper. And 
Hughteſt, as thou loveſt the 


verily thou 
Glory of GOD, and the Salvation of 
thy own Soulf to keep thy ſelf, and 
turn away thy Ear from hearkening to 
ſuch Seducers, as ſtrive to turn away 


thy 


| 


iv. The PRE FAcx. 

thy Heart from CHRIST; the LORD 
our GOD ; in whoſe Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of whom, give all Diligence 
to increaſe and grow, Ibeſeech ye, who 
am thine in the REDEEMER of Man, 
Jesus CHRIST both GOD and Man, 


Juoſhua Bowchier 


(1500 
CCC... 8 8 


„s 8. 8. 5, A, . . . 8 
ö 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


CHRISTOPHILUS 


AND 


. MOTHEUS. 


Urely T 88 you have put 
very hard upon me, by your 
preſſing Solicitations. The 
ker e you have ſo free- 
ly, ant feriouſly made, muſt 
be confeſledly allowed to concern Matters of 
the utmoſt Impoftance. 8 
Tim. Therefore, good Chriſtophilus, they are 
ſuch 4 ought uot to Miosbred, or Rees by 
% 
Chr. True indes and for this very Rea- 
wg. becauſe taey ought not to be ſlichted or 
neg- 
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neglected, they ought not to be taken in 


Hand unadviſedly; but ſoberly, and in the 


F ear of Gop. 5 

Tim. And that Fear ſhould oblige you, in- 
ſtantly, to ſet about the Work ; and, without 
further Delay, oppoſe a Torrent of Wickedneſs, 


breaking in upon us. 


Chr. But tis better not to do, than fo to do, 
as thereby to give the Adverſary an Advan- 
tage : Thar will bea Means both of harden- 
ing him in his Sins, and of encouraging others 
to toHow him in his pernicious Ways of Un- 
godlineſs. I am verily ſenſible of mine own 
Weakneſs, and it would be a further Weak- 
neſs indeed, to add a conceited Boldneſs to 
that Weakneſs. There are thouſands of lar- 
ger Capacities, deeper Penetration, and more 
ſlid judgment, beſides Learning, than my 
ſell, and have Time and Subſtance to ſpare in 
abundance : Theſe Men of Parts and Strength 
you may look into, and juſtly call upon; and 
not upon one who is the very Scorn of Men, 
and as an Alien unto his Brethren. - . + 
Tim. Well Sir! be it as you (ay: Tet are 
not you a Miniſter of the Lord's to us? That 
very Perſon to whom Chrift hath committed the 
Charge under him, of keeping our Souls? Aud 
ſurely you, one Day, muſt give an Account unto 
God for them: We are alf*well ſatisfy'd of your 


_ Abilities; our Holy Fatth "is attach'd. If 


therefore the Faith we profeſs, and confeſs, is 


te very Faith of God's Elect, keep us in the 


ſame, 


(3) 
ſame; if otherwiſe, teach us and lead us into 
it: Sufter us not to be tempted, to be ſhaken 
and ſbockt in thoſe pertaining to Eternal Sal- 
vation. Uo | 

| Chr. It greatly rejoyceth my Heart, in 

Chriſt Jeſus, to ſee your Conſtancy and Zeal 
for the Truth of the Goſpel. TOY 

Tim. Sir, *Tis a Chriſtian Caſe; the Caſe of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, I invite you to propagate, 
and none other. Welves in Sheeps Cloathing, 
and the Angels or Meſſengers of Satan, are al- 
ready come among us; thoſe to kill and devour 
our Souls, theſe to war and fight agaiuſt Chriſt 
our Lord. an bas 

Chr. So then, the Myſtery of Taiquity, I 
perceive, worketh a-pace. I would that the 
who pervert the Faith of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thereby trouble you, were cut off, 


and caſt out. I cannot but contend for the © 


Faith which was once, and but once, deliver- 
ed to the Saints. I know, that as I am fent to 
teach and preach the Goſpel, ſo am l ſet for 
the Defence of the Goſpel ; in both which, T1. 
am content to ſpend,” and be ſpent ; yea, and 
even to L dan my Life. What will ye 
therefore that I'fay unto you, or do for vou? 
Tim. Even the {ame that I ſaid unto vun bo 
fore; eſtabliſh us in gg Faith, and keep US I it. 
Tau are, in Chriſti Mad, to teach and injtru5f 
ur. There are certais Men, laying in Wait t. 
deteiue, that ſeek to turn us a-fide after Sata: : 
wngodly Men, that deny the Hgential Divinity 
LW FE 77 


(4) 

.of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord that bought 
thew. They preach him not to be eſſentially 
Gad, only titularly ſo to us, as an Inſtrument 
uſed by God in creating the World, he hath the 
Title of God given unto him; and ſo being in 
Gods Stead unto us, aud over us, and all the 
Creatures, as his Vicezerent, or Repreſentative, 
He is enudue in a very great Meaſure with the 
Fullneſs of God, to qualify him for that Office, 
and is therefore called God; and we are com- 
manded to worſhip him, as Gad; tho at the 
fame t me the Adverſary affirmeth him not e- 
ua with God, but inferiour unto him. This is 
the Doctrine for the Subverſion of Souls let looſe 
among ur; and it prevails mightily. 

Chr. And doth it ſo my Timotheus? I hope 
it ſhall ſpread no farther. Their Folly, like 
that of Egyptian Magicians, ſhall be made 
ma nifeſt unto all Men. 1, 


% 


Chr. But firſt give me leave to remafk thus 


LY) 
ſomewhat more than vain: And if our Faith in 
Chriſt is accurſed, and worſe than vain ; ſure- 
ly, we are not only in our Sins, but, by be- 
lieving in him, have added to our Sins, and ſo 
we are ſtill in the State of Condemnation, and 
are ſinking, eontinually, deeper in Condem- 
nation it ſelf, whilſt we continue to believe in 
Jeſus, as the Truth is in him. ; 

Tim. The Lord God, of his Infinite Mercy, 
deliver me, and every Soul cf Man, from the 
Snares ef the Devil, laid by thoſe wicked Men. 
Pray good Chriſtophilus, re you proceed fur- 
ther, tell me what you conceive may be the De- 
ſigns of thoſe ungodly Wretches, in venting ſuch 
à damnable Hereſy. | 

Chr. I will, becauſe it ſhall contribute much 
to the ſtrengthening of your Faith, and your 
Ferſeverance in the Truth: And their De- 
ſigns, I take, chiefly to aim at, Firſt, | 
- -. Firſt, The Deſtruction of the Church of 
_ E»gland, whoſe Faith chiefly it is to believe an 
Unity in the Trinity of the Godhead, and fo 
an Equality of Subſtance, and even every 
thing elſe, in all the three Perſons; as ye may 
ſee in the two Creeds, explanatory of that cal- 
led he Apoſt les ſet down in two Services con- 


taing@an the Liturgy. And this Church, thro” 
the malicious Inſtigation of the Devil; is unto. 
them an-Eye-Sor&#becauſe pure and found in 
the Faith: And therefore no Wonder that ſuch 

Perſons as diſſent from her in her Faith, by the 
fame Means, leaps into damnable Hereſies; 
MTs FS, ns and 


ZÞ\ 


and as all Hereticks are won't alway to do. 


being full of all Subtilty and Miſchief, like 


Children of the Devil, and Enemies of all 
Righteous, become careful to approve them- 
ſelves indefatigable, never ceaſing, to pervert 
the right Ways of the Lord. Secondly, 
Secondly, The next Aim of their Deſigns, is, 
to let in that deteſtable Deluge of Superitition 
and Idolatry, called Popery among us. There 
is no ratzonal Man living, conſidering the Do- 
Qrines they teach, and the timing of them in 
the World, but muſt conclude, they had an 
Eye unto the Pretender, and his Religion, in 
them; and, if to the latter, than moſt certain - 
ly to the former alſo. Now, that theſe their 
Tenets are a plain Introduction to Popery, is 
as ſure, as any Moral Demonſtration may be, 
or ſuppoſed poſſible to be. For, holding an 
i ©? between the Father and the Son, 
and yet holding the Son, and with them, an 
inferiour Deity, and to be worſhipped with a 
divine Adoration equal totheFather ; (the next 


' Trequality being between the Son and the 
Blefſed Angels, who are alſo called in Scripture 


the Sons of God, as he is, Fob 1. 6.2.1. 38. 7.) 
Why ought not theſe Angels likewiſe to be 
worſhipped with a leſs kind of Divine Adora- 
tion? And if the Angels, why not the Spirits 
and Souls of the Rightcous? And if theſe, 
why not in like manner tlie Pope, and all the 


 Gew-gaws of Rome? Doth not this Poſition | 


naturally bring on the Faith of _— 
| e An 


£9”) 
And { of all the Doctrines and Powers of that 
grand Uſurper the Pope, upon the Conſcien- 
ces of Men, the Word of the Goſpel and the 
Preheminence of Chriſt? Let any Man ſhew 
me the Fallacy, and prove wherein the ſo fair 


and regular Induction faileth. Whatſoever 


great and learned Men, in queſt of the Truth, 
to find out a Satisfaction to their own Scruples, 

and to ſolve their Doubts, have written and 
publiſh'd to the World, mattereth nothing; 
thoſe Errors are not their avow'd Opinions, 
which ill are the profeſs d Principles of the 
Hereticks. becauſe 1 own them for ſuch, 
and for ſuch, teach and preach them to their 
Diſciples. . 
Thirdly, Another Deſign of theſe Wretches, 
is, to aggrandize their own Humours, and to 
ſatiate their own covetous Deſires. They are 
neither ſo high in Eiteem, nor abounding in 
Wealth, as they would be: And therefore that 
they may be look d upon with popularAdmira- 
tion, as Men above all others, wiſe; and there- 
by from their People ſuck to themſelves no 
ſmall Advantage, the Bleſſings of a full Cup 
and a full Purſe, they rack not only their own 
Braigs, but wreſt even the Scripture. and 
ftrain both, to ſerve their ambitious Pride and 
greedy Avarice. So Diotrephes for Honour, 
and Damas for love of this preſent World, for- 
ſook tlie Apoſtle,* and the Truth together. 


John 3. 9. 2 Tim. 4. 10. 


Tim. 


Fr... 
Tim. I always ſuſpected ſome impions Baſe- 
eſs lying at the 5 — 2 the Edler of 
this Information hath perfectly convinced me; 
I was in the right of it, and not miſtaken. Ma- 
#y Decei vers are entred into the World, among 


winch Number, they that confeſs not Jeſus 


Chriſt, the Som of God, in Eſſence of his Nature, 
to be equal with God the Father, I make no 
Difficulty to range or rank Schiſmaticks or He. 
reticks: They that are ſuch, ſerve not our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own. Belly; and 
by good Words: and fair Speeches, deceive the 
Hearts of the Simple. This is their Characte- 
riſtick. Rom. 16. 18. | 
Chr. I pray the God of all Peace ſanctify you 
with his Grace, and by the fame keep you 
ever from falling. \ 2:51 5 | 
Tim. The Lord hear your Prayers for me, 
aud return the Bleſſing ſeven-fold into your own 
Boſomm : And now I beſeech you give me right 
Notions, in thoſe Thoughts of our Chriſtian 
Faith; which, concerning the Unity in the Tri- 
nity of the Godbead, the Church, from Scrip- 
tures, 'teacheth us all to belleve. 
. Chr. Moſt readily and willingly I ſhall do 
it, after the Explanation of a few Terms ;, not, 
it may be, ſo well known; but neceſſary in 


the firſt Place to be underſtood by you. The 


Words are theſe Four following, Eſſence, Ex- 
iſtence, Subſiſtence, and Perſon. Eſſence is 
the very Being of a Thing; Exiſtence is the 
Continuance of that Being; Subſiſtence again 


(9) 
is the Perſeverance of that Continuance and 
theſe all, when applyed unto an Intelligent or 

underſtand ing thing, denominate that thing a 
Perſon : So that a Perſon is none other, than a 
Rational Subſiſtant, i. e. ſome intelligent or 
underſtanding thing, perſevering in the con- 
tinuance of being. And having premiſed 
this, I ſhall now proceed further, and ſhew 

ou, 1/7. What God is. 24, that in the God- 
head there is a Trinitie of Perſons, and how 
or wherein this Trinitie doth conſiſt, and in 
both prove the impoſſibility of their Aſſertion 
for Truth, who affirm Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 
the Son of God, to be very God indeed (if they 
really do ſo affirm him to be) and yet maintain 
him not equal, but inferior to the Father. This 
Method, I think. will clearly evince the Truth, 
and confound the Doctrine of theſe Hereticks, 
who dare gain ay; or teach the contrary. 

Tim. With a longing Impatience I ſpall defire 
to hear theſe Things plainly made out, and being 
ſo done. bleſs the good God of Heaven that have 
erg ſuch Grace and Wiſdom unto you, beg ging 
him, for his Mercies Sake, to render the Com- 
munication of the ſame fruitful unto me and to 
all Mev, that we may all hold the ſaving Faith, 


in the unitie of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 
and Righteouſneſs of Life. + 


Chr. I begin now\with the firſt, i. c. to ſhew 

vou what God is: And I define God to be a 

Spirit, moſt perfect in all holy Perfect ion. ever- 

laftingly ſubfiſting of himſelf from all Eternity, 

to all Eternitie. This Dl and God is this, 
a and 


| (2s ) 

and whatſoever is this, is God, and beſides 
this, nothing is or can be fo. Hence we hear 
God himſelf in the Law to command, faying, 
"Thou ſbalt have none other Gods but me Exod. 
20. 3. And in Iſa. 44.6. 8. Thus ſa th the 


Lord, the King of Iſrael, and bis Redeemer, ibe 


Lord of Hoſts, I am the firſt and I am the laſt, | 
end beſides me there is zo God. Te are even 
Witneſſes. Is there a God beſides me? Tea, 


there is 0 God, I know nt any. And in 
Iſa. 45. 29. I am God ana there is none vlje. | 


So our Saviour in the Goſ el, and Moſes in 
the Law, hath told us, Mark, 12. 29. and 
Deut. 6. 4. Hear O Iſrael the Lord our God is 
ane Lord, aud thou ſpalt love the Jord thy 


God avith all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 


and with all ty Might. And Jeſus anſwered | 
him, thee fiſt of all the Commandments is, Hear | 
O Iſrael, the Lord eur God is one Lord; Aud 

hon ſhalt ove the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 
Mind, and with all thy Strength. This is the 
firſt Commanumemt. Hence it is that we have 
thoſe Confeſſions of Holy David, in 2. Sam. 
7. 22. ander Chron. 17. 20. Thou aff Great, 
O Lord God, for there is none like thee, neither 

is there any God beſide thee. And in Pſ. 86. 9. 


All Nations whom theu'haſt made ſhall come 


and worſhip before thee, O Lord, and ſpall glo- © 
-rifie thy Name : Hur tho art great and aceſt | 
" wondrous Things, thonarsGod alone. And this 
of good Hezekiah, 2. Kings, 19. 15. and Ia. 
37. 16. O Lord of Hoſts,God of Iſrael, that 

4 oy deve. 
I 


> 


(un) 


diwelleſ? between the Cherubims; thou art God, 


even thou alone, of all the Kingdoms of the 

Earth, thou haſt made Heaven and Earth. This 

of the learned Scribe in the Goſpel, Mark, 
13. 32. Toere i o God, and there is none other 

but he. 4nd to love him with all the Heart, 

and with all the Underſtanding, and with all 

the Soul, and with all the Strength, and to 


love. one's Neighbour as himſelf, ws more than 


all whole Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices. And 
this of St. Paul, :. Cor. 6. 4. 8. We know that 
an Idol is nothing i in the World, and that there 
is none other God but one. and that to us there 
is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 


Things, and we in him; and one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom are all Things, and we by 
bim. And once more, Gal. 3 20. God i one, 


note a Mediator is not a rator of one; but 


Quad is oue. 


Tim. I am exceedingly Foe pleaſed with 


| that Definition you have given me of God, being 
| wh 9lly poſſitive or affirmative ;, and not as all 


others, wnich 1 have ſeen running, for the 
moſt part, in the egatiuve, as infinite, incom- 
prehenfible, and the like; which rather ſerve 
to tell us what God is not, thas what he is. 
And | perceive clearly from that, and what you 


| have furt bes off ered ir many ſever everal Texts of 


Holy Scri a0 not only that there is, and muft - 
be aſſuredly ſuch a glorions Being, as 1 called 
God ; Figs moreaver, that there neither is, nor 
can be but one God, and beſide him not another, 
and my Ap . of * too are quite Ahe. 
ren 


E | 
rent from thoſe concerning him, I had before; 
end I truſt, by jour Means, my good God will 
mercifully give me ſtill more Light, that I may 

4 underſtund him more perfect. 


ſes an 
ly at he is, 
Chr. That ſhall be both my Endeavours | 
and Prayers, and that neither you nor I may 
be diſappointed in our Hopes herein, *tis ne- 
ceſſary, that by inconteſtable Proof, I make 


known umto you each Branch, and particular 


bor that Definition of God, I have laid down, 
and this, God affiſting, I will do. And Firſt, 
I told you, God is a Spirit, our Saviour 
faith the very ſame, John, 4. 44. God is a Spi- 


rit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
in Spirit, and in Truth, therefore, nominal or 


ee en, ſuch as _ Do _ Au- 

thority, tho? as being God's utys, they are 

—— Gods, — in very = no Gods: 
leaſt of all may thoſe Images, formed out of 
Stocks and Stones, Clay and Metal, and the 
like, the Work of Mens Hands, be ſo account- 
ed, they are Matter and'not Spirit. Secondly 


2. God is a Spirit, moſt perfect, beſides our | 


God there are Creatures likewiſe that are 
Spirits, as Angels, and the Souls of Men. P/. 
104. 4. Heb. 1. 7. Job. 32. 8. Eccleſ. 3. 21. 
Heb. 12. 23. 1. Pet. 3. 19. And of thofe 7 
Spirits ſome are perfect, according to their 
created Nature, and others are not, having 
corrupted their Nature, as Apoſtates Angels 
have, and ſinful Man hath done; and as for 
thoſe other among the Angels that neither ſi E 
ned, 


Q 
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I} 
ned, nor have fallen, which is only the Con- 


dition of the elect Angels; even theſe, how 
| fe& ſoever they may be in their created 


ature, are not moſt perfect, tho they have 

reat Wiſdom, yet Gad chargeth them with 
Folly, Job. 4. 18. And tho! they have great 
Knowledge, yet ſeveral Things they know 
not. Mat. 24. 36. 1. Pet. 1. 12. And tho? they 
excel in Strength, yet there are Things not put 
in Subjection under them. Heb. 2. 5. Tho? 
they are good, there is a better then they. 
Heb. 1. 4. And tho? they are glorious Crea- 


tures, yet ſtill they are Creatures, and as his 


Creatures muſt worſhipGod and ſerve Chriſt. 


Heb. 1. 6. They are all Subject unto our Lord. 


1. Pet. 3 22. And they are his miniſtrin 
Spirits, ſent forth of him into this World, to 
miniſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of Salva- 


tion. Howſoever bright, pure, and immacu- 
late the Angels of Heaven may be. and are, 
yet are they not Gods becauſe Spirits; nor 


may they therefore be worſhiped by Men for 
ſuch, that being Superſtition Abomination, 
and Idolatrie, meet to be deteſted ; whereas 


our God, whom we are called upon through - 


out all the Scriptures to worſhip only, hath 
not only aſcribed unto him, of our Redeemer, 
an abſolute Perfection in every thing, but is 


by him recommended unto all his Diiciples, for 


the moſt complet Pattern and Example there- 


of. Mat. 5. 4. 8. Be ye perfect, even as your 


Father which is in Heaven is perfect. God is 


the great Creator og all Things; and therefore 


he 


(14) 

be muſt needs be as he is in himſelf, entitely 
perfect, 5 1 7 Perfect ion whatſoever ; pet 
fect in, and above all things; perfect in his 
Works. Deut. 32. 4. Perfect in his Ways. 
2. Sam. 22. 31. P.. 18. 30. Perfect in know- 
ledge. Job. 36. 4. and 37. 16. perfect in his 
Laws. P/ 19. 7. Perfect in all his Attributes 
natural and moral. And therefore, Thirdly, 
likewiſe, 0 
3. He muſt neceſſarily be ſo in Holineſs; 
our God is Holy. To him, Angels, Cherubims 
and Seraphims, and all the Hoſts of Heaven 
continually, crying one to another, do fay, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is theLord of Hoſts. Iſa 6. 3. 
The 1 ord God Almighty, which was, and, 
is, and is to come. And thoſe that had got- 
ten the Victory over the Beaſt, and his Image, 
and his Mark, and over the Number of his 
Name. St. John heard them in ſinging theSong 
ot Moſes, the Servant of God, and the Song 
of the Lamb, to fay unto God; Thou only art 

Holy. Rev 15. 4. Chriſt called him his Hol 
Father. John 17. 11. And the Prophet T'aiah, 
the God that is Holy: J. 5. 16. The ſame ac- 
knowledgment and Glory have even Infidels 
aſcribed to him. 1. Sam. 6. 20s; And what 
more common in the Scriptures, than to hear 
him called the Holy One, and the moſt Ho- 

Iy. Foxrthly, é XS 
4. The next Thing yielded-unto God, is a 
Self-Subtiſtance, and this, as naturally ariſeth 
out of the forementioned, as Light proceedeth 
from the Sun; for ſeeing God is ſuch a 8 
SiOrt- 


„ 
gloriouſſy and incomprehenſibly perſect Be- 
ing, he muſt be ſo naturally of himſelf, or elſe 
be made ſo of ſome other greater and better, 
and before himſelf; but there is none greater 
than our God. Heb. 6. 13. 16. None better 
than God, for there is none good but God. 
Luke 1. 8. 19. Neither was there any thing be- 
fore him. I/. 43. 10. And ye are my Witneſs- 
es, faith the Lord, and my Servants, whom T 
have choſen, that ye may know and believe 
me, and underſtand that Iam he; before me 
there was no God formed, neither ſhall there 
be after me; I, EVEN I, am the Lord. and he- 
ſide me there is no Saviour. Therefore ye are 
my Witneſſes faith the Lord, that I am God. 
Vea, before the Day was, I am he. In the 
Beginning, before Time was, or any Thing 
was made, God was. And whatſoever things 
are made by him ; all are of him; he made 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that in 
them is, as we are told in the zth Com- 
mandment in the Decaloge, Fx. 20. 1. And 
as it ĩs God that built all Things, and gave em 
their Beings, Heb. 3. 4. So it ĩs God that ſuſtain- 
eth all things, and preſerveth to them their 
_ by the Word of his Pow:r. Heb. . z. 
For the Which reaſon we may juſtly crie owt 
with the holy Apoſtle, and fay ; Row, . 35, 
36. Whohath firſt given to him, and it ſhall 
be recompenſed to him again. For of him, and 
thro' him, and to him, are all things ;to whom 
be Glory for ever, Amen. Wherefore, ſ eirg 
God receiveth nathing from his Creatures, 
8 1 
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they, their very beings, and all things from 
him, it appeareth manifeſtly certain from 
hence, that God muſt be the firſt Cauſe, and 
principal of all things, and ſo muſt neceſſarily 
be a ſelf-ſubſiſting Being. Finally, 
5. The laſt ching a ffirmed of God is, that 
he is everlaſting trom all Eternitie to all Eter- 
nity. Everlaſting may be ſpoken of Things 
in a twofold Senſe or Underſtanding. Firſt, - 
as they ſhall continue in their Beings unto a 
perpetual Duration, as all ereated rational Be- 
ings, Angels, and the Spirits or Souls of all 
Men; concerning whom we mult fay, there 
was a lime when they were not. Secondly, 
Everlaſting may be meant of that Perpetuity 
which comprehendeth all Eternity, 1. e. Eter- 
nity without Beginning, and ſuch an Eterni- 
ty alſo as never ſhall have an End ; which on- 
ly can be ſpoken of none but od alone; who 
6 „as excluding all either Begin- 
ning or Ending in himſelf, is pleaſed to 
call himſelſ, Jam Ex. 3. 14. And to make 
himſelf known unto the Sons of Men by the 
Name Jehovah ;which in the Hebrew Tongue 
interpreted, is One Everlaſtius, from all, to 
all Eternitiy. Ex. 6. 3. This is one of thoſe 
glorious Prerogatives our God aſſumeth to 
himſelf, above all his Creatures, as we may 
read in ſeveral Places of holy Scripture, parti · 
cularly, Iſa. 41. 4. 44. 6. 48. 12, 13. Rev. 
111, 17. 2 8. 22. 13. which peruſe at 
your Leaſure, and to which I vefer you. And 
thus I hope having fix d in you a right and 
f * 


. 
true Not ion of the Deitie, a further Diſcourſe 
may be altogether ſuperfluous, at leaſt inabſo- 


lutely neceſſarie upon this Point. 


Tim. All is well that you have hitherto po- | 


rl 


ken or {aid : Hrwever, I am not willing, Sir, 
you ſhould have ſet a Period until you nir let 
me knew what Uſe there may be made of this, 
in Oppoſition to the ſultle Deluſions of our Mo- 
dern Hereticks, the beguiling Arians, 4s Men 
call them. 3 

Chr. So then, Men I perceive call them 


Arians and Hereticks; and you your {elf 


eſteem them not a whit better. And indeed 
in naming them Hereticks, I promiſe you are 
not in the leaſt miſtaken ; for their Error is in 
a Fundamental, abſolutely neceſſary to Salve- 
tion; which you holding, mind the Things 
even now deliver'd unto you, may eaſily both 
evince and contiitc. 

1im. The Fe T already kaow ; I world I 
W325 as well able to perform the latter; and yet 
F perſwade my ſelf I am: For if Chriſt is God, 
in reſpect of his iviue ature, and God is a 


Spirit mos} perfect iu all Holy Perfection and 


fo in perf-& Holineſs; lis impoſſible he ſhould, 


by any Meant, be inferiour to the Father, and 


uo equal to and with vim. There cannot be 
an Inferiority and an Inequaiity tetween Per- 
ſons of the ſame Degree of Nature. which u the 
fablimest Degree a. Such an Aj- 
ſertion is a palpable Abſurdity, and a Contra- 


diction for whteh the Authors may juſtly be 
hooted at Let thoje' Arian Hereticks recon- 
cile their owa Speeches, if they are able, jay- 


(18) 
ing, Chriſt is God, yet inferiour to him, nor e- 
qual to him; which in plain Terms. is the na- 


tural Import of their own Words. "Tis in. vain 
for them to equivocate, and play with the 


Word Gop : For either they mean by it the eſ- 
ſential Deity, or not; if the eſſential Deity, is 


it not manifeſt that they have toiled themſelves 


in a Labyrinth of Nonſence, out of which they 
ſhall never be able, by any Jeſuitical Evaſion or 
Cunning, to extricate themſelves? But if not 
the eſſential Deity, only the titular or nominal 
one, do not thereby blaſpheme the Majeſty f 
Chrift ? in whom dwelleth the Fulne(s of the 
Godhead bodily , i. e. ſo manifeit and apparent, 


s if it was viſible to their Eyes, and percefti- 


ble to all aur other Senſes, Col. 2. 9. 

Chr. You are in the right, my Dear Tim:- 
thews : I ſee you take Notice of my Words, 
and according to your own Obf: rvation, have 
formed an excellent Argument from them 


againſt our Adverſaries, the Warriers againſt 


God and his Chriſt. Nor is that Expoſition 
you have made upon St. Pauls Words, writ- 


ten (Co 2.9 In him, i. e in Chriſt, dwelleth 


all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, to bs 
rejected as conjectural and vam: However, 
verily an higher Senſe and Meaning, is, by the 
Apoſtle intended ſhould be fet upon them; 
for the Word per, contained in them, is 
oppoſed to a wan: z,and being ſo, may be 
conſtrued ſubſtantiall, in contradiction to Spi- 
rituality, as denoting the Godhead n his Sub- 
ſtance, as to his Nature, and not his Spirit. as 
to his Graces. We our ſelves are ſaid to be 

ö Par- 
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Partakers of the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. 
and St. Paul prayed for the Epheſians, that 
they might be filed with all the Fulneſs of God, 
Eph. 3. 19. but neither of them two Apoſtles 

have laid hold of this Word, a»wamz%;, bodily, 
or ſubſtantially; the one knowing that we can 
be Partakers none otherwiſe, than by the Spi- 
rit of Grace dwelling in us of the Divine Na- 
ture; as the other, that by the ſame Spirit of 
Grace alone it is, that we can or may be filled 
with all the Fulneſs of God. From whence 
we are conſtrained to infer, that the Deity of 
Chriſt is the very eſſential Subſtance of God, 
and that therefore in it he is very God; he is 
equal to the Father, and not in the leaſt infe- 
riour to him; even as he himſelf hath ſaid in 
John 10. 39. ic, one in the Unity of Na- 
ture or Subſtance; and not as he prayed for his 
Apoſtles,j and all true Believers, that the 
might be one; one Thing as to Unity of At- 
fection, Mind and Will, with him and the 
Father, John 17. 11, 22, 23. As for their 
making of Chriſt a titular or nominal God 
under the Father, to rule over the World, An- 
gels and Men, and all Things elſe, as having 
been inſtrumental to him, and ſubſervient in 
the Creation: This Notion is ſuch a Jargon 
of Confuſion, as beſpeaketh the Authors to be 
poſſeſſed and diſtracted, and like ſome of 
whom the Apoſtle giveth this Character, That 
deſiring to be Teachers, of the Law, under- 
{ Rand neither what they ſay, nor whereof they 

affirm, 1 Tim. 1,19. It repreſenteth them ſuch, 
rather than Perſons of Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, 

9 3 Sin- 


(209 
Sincerity; Perſons not greedy of filthy Lucre ; 
not loving.and catching after the Praiſe of 
Men, more than the Praiſe which cometh - 
from God : And therefore I ſhall beg Leave, 
concerning this their titular God, to ask was 
he before the Creation of the Worlds, or no? 
If they ſay before the Worlds, how is it faid in 
Gen. . 10. That in the Beginnirg, imprimis, 
frſt of all, God created the Heaven, i. e. the in- 
viſible World, with all the Bolts of it; and 
then the Earth, an indigeſted Matter, after- 
ward {et in order? If they ſay he was the firſt 
Thing of the Creation, how then is Heaven 
the firſt, as that Text of Scripture informeth ? 
And where was he, as a Creature, before any 
thing was created to contain him? Can there 
be a Created Being, and no where? Further- 
more, being a Creature, how can he be the Al- 
mighty Creator of all Things, as we are ex- 
preſly told that he was, and is? FJohz 1. 3. 
All Things were made by him, and without 
him was nct any Thing made that was made. 
Did he therefore make himſelf? This he muſt 
do, if all Things were made by him, and with- 
|| out him nothing: After which their way of 
= Reaſoning, they make him a Creature and no 
if Creature, and at the ſame time the Creation 
| of all Things, and himſelf a Creature ſtill, and 
i thereby neither Creature nor Creator, even 
1 nothing. If therefore he had an Exiſtence in 
1 Being, before any Thing was made or creat- 
I ed, what other Being could it be, but that of 
| God? Beſide God, before the Creation, there 
neither Was, nor could be any at all; all was 
b Sy no- 
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nothing: So conſiſtent is Truth with it {elf}, 
whilſt Error is always at War, and contra- 
dicting it ſelt. 7 . 
Tim. 5% Sir, I have heard ſome of the ad- 
verſe Party ſay, Vat in the Creation, the Sergnd 
Perſon, which is the 00: in the Irin, but was 
4s an [n\trument to the Firſt, which is (od the 
Father 3 ani they ground ther Argument for 
their ſo ſaying, upon that Portion of Fioly Scripe 
ture, ſet down in tieb. 1. 1, 2. God who at 
fundry Times, and in diverſe Manner, hath 
ſprken in times paſt unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto 
us by his Son, whom he bath appointed heir 
of all Things, by whom alſo he made the Worlds: 
And verily the Son being ſubjervient, as an In- 
ftrument, in the creating of the Worlds, he muſt 
.of Nece/jity not be equal, but inferiowr to the 
Father. 7 
Lr. I ſee no Reaſon wherefore the © +, by 
whom, there mention'd, ſhould be under 
ſtood of Chriſt, as of an Inſtrumental Cauſe, 
b they would have it, nor indeed can there 
be any; but (becauſe of him) as of a pro- 
curing Cauſe, for which we have the great- 
eſt, as beirg moſ'congrnous to, and agiecing 
with what we find elſewhere written, viz. 
Ger. 1. 26. where God ſaid, Let us make 
Man in our own Image, after cur Likeneſs; 
in which place, notwithſtanding the current 
Opinion of others to the contrary, donbrleſs | 
the Perſon ſpeaking; is the Second Perſon in \ 
the Trinicy, Which is called the Wifdom of 
God: And the Counſellor, 1 Cor. 1. 24. 
"EE ona Wſaiah 


622) 


Iaiab 9. 6. For what we read there ſpoken, 
is ſpoken as coming from the Mouth of Wif- 
dom, and by way of Counſel too, neither of 
which are wont to be attribated to Cauſes in- 
ſtrumental; and this is a reaſonable Cauſe 
why the Second Perſon in the Trinity, firſt 
did undertake, and perform the Work of 
Man's Redemption: Therefore of Chriſt, as 
an inſtrumental Cauſe in the Hands of the Fa- 
ther, is none other than « ridiculous Prattle, 
invented and continued to bolfter up an He- 
retica] Notion. And as from the afore- nam- 
ed Texts of Holy Scripture, you and all inge- 
nuous Perſons impartially conſidering the pre- 
ſent Controverſy, cannot but clearly perc-ive 
our Lord to be the procuring Cauſe of all 
Things: So in Rom. 11. 26. Ye may further 
aſſuredly know him to be the Efficient and 
Conſervative, and Fins] Cauſe of all Things. 
For of him, as the Author, and to him, as 
the Upholder, and to him, as the End; of all 
Things are all Things: And as if God Al- 
mighty, by a fpecial Act of Providence, for 
knowing the cunning Craftineſs of thoſe De- # 
ceivers, and to guard us againſt their Wiles, 
'tis very obſervable, how the Holy Spirit hath 
changed the % by or thro', into iz elſewhere. 
Col. 1. 16. & 41, fox in him (altho' we, pur- 
ſuant to the Senſe or Meaning, have render'd 
it by him) it is written, were all things creat- 
ed that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth; 
viſidle, and invifible; whither they be 
Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or 9 
Powers, all Thiags were created ; and new 
it 
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it followeth, 47 «vs 9 e, aud, Eire, . all 
Things were created by him, or by his Pro- 
curement ; and for him, 1. e. for his Sake And 
ſo we ſee the Four and Twenty Elders fallin 


don before him that ſat on the Throne, an 


worlbipping him that liveth for ever and ever, 
and caſting their Crowns before the Throne, 
to ſay, thou art worthy, O Lord, to reeeive 
Glory, and Honour, and Power; for thou 
haſt created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure 
they are, and weie created, Rev. 4. 10, 11. 

Tim. Tou have Sir, bleſſed be God, to y 
good Inſtruction, paſſed bravely hitherto thro? all 
Diffleulties, and ſurmonnied all Oppoſition that 
hath been, and as I conceive, can be brought a- 
2ainſt the Identity or Sameneſs of the ſame Dei- 
ty: And in this your Diſcourſe I obſerve, you 
have been neceſſarily conſtrained to make uſe of 
the Word Trinity. I moſt heartily beſeech you, 
having put a Period to that SubjeF, as I pre- 
ſume you have, to give me what Light you can, 
and lead me into the Knowledge of that Myſtery, 
Chr. Tis my Intent ; for as our Holy Re- 
ligion teacheth us to believe a God, ſo it teach- 
eth to believe alſo, a Trinity of Perſons in 
the Godhead and rheſe are named in the 
Scriptures of Truth, Father, Son, and Holy 
Gholt. 5 

Tim. But how can the Father have a Son. 
and not be Prior, nor Syperior to that Son which 
he hath begotten? This, to me, is an 2 
ing Miſtery, and maketh the Belicf of the whole 
Trinity, which yet I profeſs, 4 Miſtery too. 


Chr. 


S;" + 


| Chr. However this Belief to you may be a 


Miſtery, dis a Myſtery proper to the Chriſti- 
an Religion; and tho' a Miſtery may be evi. 


denced plainly, what rendertth this Holy 
Miſtery as unintelligible, is thro? Ignorance 


in us a preſumptive Attempt of determining 


the Nature of Spiritual, according to the Laws 
of Succeſſion, proper only to carnal Beings: 
Whereas Heaven is not higher than the Earth, 


and Eternity logger thin Time; than are their 
reſpective Natures, and their Courſes of Pro- 
ceedings, divers and different the one from 


the other; the ſame we muſt conclude of 
their Genitures in like manner. Wha:ſoever 
is begotten of Fleſh and Blood, is begotten 
for the Preſervation of the Species, in à conti- 
nual Succeſſion, by reaſon of Death; and 
therefore whatſoever is begotten of any Car- 
nal Beings, is not in them, but out of them, 
aud ſo diftiat and ſeparate from them: And 
ſo the Father begetting, muſt be prior to the 
Son begotten by him: Which is vaſtly other- 
wiſe, Relation being had unto Spiritual Be- 
ings. Whetloever is begotten by a Spirit, is 
not out of that Spirit, bur alway in it; and is 
not begotten, becauſe of Mortality for Succeſ- 
ſion, but becauſe of Immortality fer an Ever 
laſting Eternity. Hence it is faid by Chriſt 
himlelf, 7obn 10. 38. Know, and believe, 
that the Father is in me, and 1 in hip. be- 
lieve me, that I am inthe Father, and the Fa- 
ther in me. John 14. 11. And you your 
ſelf, Timothews, and all Men know. that the 
Begotten is (1 do not ſay the ſame "In: 
2 8 ut 
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but) of the ſame Nature with him that begot 
him. Even as Adam is affirmed to have be- 
gotten a Son after his own Image, Gen. 5 3. 
Chriſt our Lord theretore, declared by God 
the Father to be his Son, his only begotten 
Son, his only cegotten and beloved Son, and 
in whom he is well pl:aſed, muſt be of the 
ſelt- lame Nature that the Father is; which is, 
God bleſſed for evermere, and fo co. eternal 
with him. 

Tim . /he Matter | in Controverſy, I perceive, 
becinneth to contract it ſelf into a very narrow 
Compaſs. The Solution of «a Queſtion or two 
more, will make a final Determination thereof, 
T7 the Glory of God and our Saviour. 

Chr. 1 ſhali ehdeavour to give yan a plena- 
ry Satisfaction to fuch Queſtions as in the Caſe, 
W y v0 (ball think fit to propoſe. 

Tim [ am ex:remely obliged to your condeſ- 
cending Gooducſs bee n Vie a Grace and Fa- 
vour. which without ſuch free Encouragement, J 
durſt never preſumed is have arhed 5 unto which 
Crow, by your I eve, I am bold; and therefore 
pray to be inform 1 Va the Son of a Spi- 
Erit is, or may be. 2. Whai the Son of God 
in oarticules! may 15 2 Wherein con ſi ifteth the 
Difference in the Godbead, berween + ather, Son, 

and Holy (hot ; what is it that ma eth the Di- 
ſtinction l ee them, as to leir Perſons ? | 
= Gr. Your Queſtions truly are home to the 
Purpoſe; and I will aner them all, in or- 

der as vou have laid then llated betore me. 

And Firſt, 


EF . What 
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1. What the Son of a Spirit is, or may be; 
to which 1 reply, *Tis only that, whatſoever 
it js, thar is of the Eſſence of the Spirit; for 

that is begotten of that Spirit, and ſo is there- 


fore the ſame Nature with it, and differeth in | 
that Keſpect nothing from it. For Inſtance; |þ 


Thought is the Son of one's Mind, becauſe 
Thought is of the very Effence of the Mind, 
and ſo is efſential to it, and therefore inlepa- 
rable from it, and of the ſame Nature with it; 
for deftroy Thought from out of the Mind 
(tho' but iu Imagination) and you deſtroy th 
Mind it ſelf, the very Eſſence of Mind cor. 
fiſting entirely in Thought. I choſe to giv: 

you this Inſtance above all others that I might 
hive praduced, as _ the beſt to illuſtrat- 


to you what we are (peaking. By which youſ 


| ſee plainly, that immaterial Beings, and (uct, 


are all Spirits (they are Minds; may have 
Son; and not only ſo, but what the Son of 


Spirit is. Secondly, therefore, 


2. What the Son of God in particular, may 
be, and is; of whom certainly you cane. 
now pretend your ſelf ignorant, becauſe he j 
all that is of the Eſſence of God, and thete-} 
fore very God, there being nothing in God, 
but what is God. fs Goodneſs, is Wiſdom, 
is Power, is Eternity, Immortality. Inviſibi- 


lity, Ubiquity, All-Sufficiency, Immutability, 
eſſential ta God. To all theſe, in the Scrip- 


cures, are aſcribed unto Chriſt the Son of God, 


and he is all theſe, as you may read in Fx. 35 
19. 13. 2. 1 Cor. 1. 24. Fade 25. 1 Tim I. 


17. Col. 1. 11. John 3. 13. 14. 8. 2 Cor 3. 5. 
7. Jobn 3. 13. 14 54% 


[ 


oe. es Yds add, Md 


© - > 0p 
Pſal. 102. 27- Heb. 11. 12. And as God is a 
rational Subſiſtence, and Reaſon is nothing but 
inward Difcourſe; Chrift is called the Word 
of Cod, and ſaid to be with God, and to be 
God John 11. 1, 2. Which ſtill maketh the 
Father and the Son co eternal, and co-equa}, 
and conſubſtantial. In Heb. 1. 3. The Son is 
faid to be the Brightnels of the Father's Glory, 


and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. We can- 


not affirm him to be any thing but what & of 
the Eſſence of God the Father: And yet we 
muſt moreover affirm, that as Brightneſs is 
coequal with Glory, and hath its Continuation 
from Glory ; even fo, the Son co-cternal with 
the Father, and to live by the Father, John 
6. 5, 7. For which Reaſon, as faith the Holy 
Apoſtles, Chriſt Jeſus, being in the Form of 
God, thought it nct Robbery to be equal with 
God, Phil. 2. 6. And tor this Neaſon again, 
as we are commanded, tis none Idolatry in 
us, Which otherwiſe moſt certainly it muſt be, 
to honour the Son as we do the Father, ' Jobs 


3. 23. he being the very Image of the Father's 


Perſon, i. e. The ſame Thing and Subſtance 
that the Father is: So in every Thing the 
like, that he is the fame, as Figure in the Wax 
_ Seal, in the Impreſſion, anſwer one the 
3. Wherein conſiſteth the Difference in the 
Godhead of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? 
What is it that maketh a Diſtinction between 


them as to their Perſons ? And to this the Re- 


turn T muſt make, is, not a Diverſity of Sub- 
Wes ſtance, 


t 


* 
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ſtance, but a Diverſity as to the Mode and 
ſeveral Manner of th ir Subſiſting. Ti the 

ſame Godhead in each and every of them. 
Such as the Father is ſuch is the Son, and 
ſuch is the Holy Ghoſt: They are not three 
Gods, but one God: Their Perſonalities are 
_ what cauſe reſpectively among them the Di- 
ſtinction; and theſe, by the various Mode, a 
different Manner of their Subſiſting. As God 
| ſubſiſteth in the Exiſtence of his Eſſence, he is 
| called the Father, and named therefore the 
Ancient of Days, Dan. 7.9. 3. 22. As heſub- 
ſiſteth in the Exit ence of his Attributes, John 
1. 18. he is called the Son of God, and hath 
the Name given him by the Father and the | 
Son, the only b gotten and be oved Son of him. 
Matth. 3. 17. Jolm . 14, 18. 3. 16, 18. 
3 ohn a. 9. And finally, as he ſubſiſteth in 
the Divinity of his Spirit, which proceedeth 
boch from the Eſſence, 7% 14. 26. and the 
eſſential Attributes. John 5. 26. of God; he is 
called the Holy Ghoſt; concerning whom, 
we read the Scriptures to ſpeak, where his 
SGitts aid Graces are not intended, as ofa Per- 
ſon as to defend, to ſpeak, to ſay, to com- 
mand to forbid,” to reveal, to teſtify, to be 
grieved, to help, to ſearch, to interceed, to re- 
prove, and many ſuch Tern:s more I might add 
pertinent to this Poin, did Occaſion or Ne- 
ceſſity require, of which I Will ſay no more 


therefore at preſent, 


Tim. 
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Tim. The Lord reward your Labour and 
Love, which you have now ſhewed for his Name 
Sake, to the Weakeſt and Worthieſt of all that 
call upon his Holy Name. From henceforth let ng 
Man tempt me, or ſeeł to turn me away from 
the Faith I have in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. I 

1ſt of Neceſſity. with his Holy Apsſile St. 
Peter, ſay, under the ſtrongeſi Conviction of 
Heart and Mind unto him, Thou art Ch: iſt the 
Son of the living God, Miatth. 6 6. And ſo 
reſolve, by ods Aſſiſtance, withthe ſame Apo 
ftle, and all the reſt, that I ſhon'd ate for the 
profeſſing of him; yet will I in no Caſe deny him 
to be my Lord and my God. | 

Chr. The Lord encreaſe this your Faith in 
you toward him, more and more, until you 
come to his Eternal Kingdom. 
Tim. Amen, and Amen, even ſo be it. 


( 
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Diarocus the ad. 


Cbr. dear Timotheaus, well met, how 
fareth it with you? You ſeem to 
me very penſive and fad. _ 5 

Tim. Not ſo, Reverend Chriſtophilus: Had - 
you [aid cegitative and thoughtful, you had been 
in the Right of it : For that happy Diſcourſe of 
yours. (I bleſs God) with which at our laſt Con- 
verſe I was entertain'd of you, hath ever ſince 
been the conſtant Meditation of my Heart. 
My Mind hath continually hitherto been taken 
vp with it: I efieem it as 4 Jewel or Treaſure, 
aud as ſuch ſhall be always careful to preſerve 
it. Tus ſound verrih, and feaſenable too; 
and by is you have approved. your ſelf to be a 
Perſon in whoſe Hears God hath ſpined, to give 
the Light of the Knowledge of God, in the Face 
Jeſas Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 6. oats 

Chr. Tis well done, my dear Timot / eus, 
that you lay up diligently our Words with 
you: Tis your Duty, and will be your Inte- 
re{t likewiſe, that you let none of them fall to 
the Ground, or heedleſly paſs from you. 

Tim. True Sir! But have you vcuer heard 
how Beg gars uſually. deal with their Bene- 
fact 07s * . bet EE 

Chr. No indeed : Ungrateful enough not 
improbable. . 

Tim. $978 ſuch retches, it muſt be con- 
. among them there are; but what is moſt 
obſervable of them i, that from whomſoever 

. they 


wh 
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they have received a good Alms, they commonly 
make that Bounty an Argument to encourage 
them for a further Requeſt : And be not offended 
Reverend Sir, if, accordingly, I make your (on- 
deſcention the Ground of my petitioning another 
AF of Charity, of which I am not aſhamed to 
acknowledge my ſelf to ſtand in need. 

Chr. You ſhall alway find me both read 
and willing to ſerve you to the utmoſt of my 
lender Ability: And therefore good Timothe.- 
us, pray be as free in asking any thing for your 
Satisfaction, as you would have me in doing 
Or giving it to you Or for YOu. | 
Tim. By Vertue of this your Grant, I hum- 
bly beg Leave to implore your Aſſiſtance in ſolv- 
ing a Parcel of Quaries, propounded to the Re- 
verend Mr. John Walrond, being an Appen- 
dix to The Innocent V indicated Not that T 
had ever any Communication with him; for I 
never to my Knowledge in all my Days ſaw his 
Face > But becauſe an Anſiwer directly made to 
ſome of theſe Queries, es they have regard to 
the common Chriſtianity, will tend exceedingly 
toward the Strengthning of the Faith of weak 
_ Believers in Chriſt , and will enable me, in par- 
ticular, with Readineſs to give a Reaſon of the 

Hope that is in me; which I look upon for a 
thing incumbent upon me to do, 1 Pet. 3. I5. 

Chr. «And is this — Paper come to 
your Hands? and have you read it? More 

Wiſdom and leſs Wickedneſs, more Picty and 

leſs Policy, woulg have become that bold Au- 
thor, had he had any thing of the Grace of 
— i God 


3 


x”) 

God in him; unto which a Study to cauſe He- 
 reſies, and foment Diviſions among Chriſti. 
ans, muſt neceſſarily be accounted n utter 

Extream. Propound any or all of your Que- 

ſtions if you plea e which entrench upon 

the Doctrine of the receiv'd Faith. and you 

{ſhall not be diſappointed of your Deſire. | 

Tim. Azad jo I will; and the nrit Queſtion 

s Whither the Term God in the fingulur 

Numler can be proved to be uſed in any one 

place of the Scripture to denote more Perſons 

than one? f 1 Mo. | 
Chr. This is clearly anſwer'd in Ges. 1. 26, 

27, God ſaid, let us make Man in our own J. 

mage, after our own Likeneſs, And fo God 

created Mas in his own Hnage in the Image of 
= God created he them. Where you ſee clearly, 
| that God in the ſingular Number, uſing the 

Terms , and our in the Plural Number de- 

noteth more Pet ſons in the Godhead than one: 

And that becauſe of this Plurality of Perſons, 
thus we may not be tempted to conceive theſe 
| Perſons to be other or more Gods fee, I be- 
| {cech you, and take Notice, how this our J- 
mage, and Likeneſs, is by God declared to be 
bis own Image. Who therefore I doubt. con- 

| ſidering the Form of Expreſſiou in that Place 
|; 
| 


uſed by God himfelf, but that there muſt be 
| more Perſons than one in the Unity ob the De- 
| ity ? And was it not ſo, hy thould he change 
che a, and our, into he and us? No Reaſon 
in the World bearing ya = true Rea- 

ſon, I believe poſſible to be allign'd.--;. 
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Tim. Tour Anſwer to tbe Query 75, and 
nuſt be, in the Fudgment of every impartial 
Man, a full SatisfaGion : To my ſelf” I am 
| ſure it is. By your Favour, I ſhall preſent 
to your Conſideration the next; and the next 
26, 

2. Whether we have not the ſame Evi- 

* dence from the Scripture that GOD is 4 

* Perſon, that we have that either the Fa- 

* ther, or the Son, or the Holy Ghoſt, is 4 

? Perſon Et. 

And truly, Sir, to ſpeak my Mind Pr; 
thu ſame Queſtion ſeemeth to me a perplexing 
Queſtion, toyling our Under 1 as it 
were, in a Labyrinth or Mig mage. For 
allowing God to be a Perſon, and in the God- 
bead T bree Perſons, u it. not evident that we 
mut ſplit that One Terſon into Three Per- 

ſons and,; at the ſame Time, make thoſe 

Three Perſons (as concentring in the Deity ) 
to be but One Perſon ? which I take to be a 
mot groſs and ſcandalous Contradiction. 

This Query therefore is dificilis Nodus, 4 

Knot that will require ſ ome Strength 7 2 

dom to untile. 

Cbr. O my dear Tims lens, be not de- 
ceived; there is not that Force and Virtue 
in that Query that your Imbecility may 
ſuggeſt to you. Howbeit, by your Argu- 
mentat ions, 1 am ready to own, you have 
2 dee to the utoſt Advantage. Nei- 
ther be offe HE Who ou the ver 

"V2 - * Truth, 


=—_ | C9 
Truth, ſay, Never was there ſuch Wile 
practiſed, nor Sophiſtry ſhewed, as in that 
Query, ſince the Fall to this very Day, 
that ever I could meet with. Tis altoge- 
ther perfect and accompliſi”d Deluſion, ana 
can ſuppoſe, becauſe of it, no Wrong done 
unto the Author, by ſaying, he is able to 
teach the Jeſuit crafty Guile, and the Ser- 
pent cunning Subtilty. This is hard and 
harſh ; but let him bear his own Deſervings; 
TI ſhall never attempt to releive him of thoſe 
vile Imputations, his Writings, ſent abroad 
on purpoſe to be thought ſome Great One, 
when in Reality, befides a Fautor of Con- 
tention. he 1s as nothing, have fixt upon him. 
His Query, rightly underſtood, is, in a 
Logical Senſe, the ſame as if he ſhould de- 
mand, Whether a Thing in the Abſtra& may 
not be proved ſomething more in the Con- 
crete? a Poſition which no body living doth 
or will deny. him. The Word GOD is 
here ſet down, without regard to Perſonali- 
fics, and preſently made ufe of with regard 
to Perfonalitic ; and in this latter Senſe the 
Queſtion is asked, Whether we have not the 
ſame Evidence from the Scripture that God 
is One Perfon, that we have that either the 
Father, or the Son, or the Holy Ghoſt, is 
One Petſon? No Man ęver ſaid that God 
is not One Perſon, bg@aufe that all Men who 
beleive aright do beleide him, in the Unity 
of the Godhead, to be Three. Had he 4 
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ted his Queſtion fairly and ſincerely, his 
Queſtion would have been ; whether we ; 
have not the ſame Evidence from the Scrip- 
ture that God is only One Perſon, that we 
have that either the Father, or the Son, or 
the Holy Ghoſt, is One Perſon? but the 
Particle only hath, been reſerved and kept 
back by him, no doubt, but, with a vafrous 
Deſign, to impoſe upon his unſkilful or un- 

wary Reader. Had his Query been propoun- 
ded in ſuch Expreſiions as it ought, as ſoon . 
as propounded, by all Chriſtians, that are 
not of his new Stamp and Mould, would 
peremptorily have been denied; whereas 
now we dare not, for fear of being caught 
in his Snare: For how ſhall not he be One 
Perſon, who in Truth is Three? Can there 
be the Number Three, without the Num- 
ber One? If there is not One Perſon in the 
Godhead, ſurely, every body knaweth, there. 
never can be Three, But this Snare is not 
the only one here laid for us; another Trap 
is ſet, in that he maketh the Foundation of 
a Relation to be the Relation itſelf, Funda- 
nentum Relationis, the Foundation of Rela- 
tion, is that whereupon all Relation is bot- 
tomed and grounded, as Logiclans tell us; 
and therefore cannot poſſibly be deemed a 
_ Helation itſelf, So Humanity, for Inſtance, 
is that Foundatiog upon Mhich all Paternity 
and Filiationftandzang without which there 
could be neither, bereaNe without that there 
242, BE, da 
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could be no ſuch Creature as Man; and, by 
inevitable Conſequence, neither one that is 
2 Father, nor other that is a Son. And fo 
it is in the ever bleſſed and glorious Trinity, 
the Deity or Godhead is that Foundation of 
Relation upon which, ſpeaking after the man- 
ner of Men, the whole Three Perſons, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, do ſtand, and 
without which there could be neither, Was 
there no Deity, there could be neither God 
the Father, nor God the Son, nor God the 
Holy Gholt ; no Trinity of Perſons in the 
Unity of the Deity at all. And what an a- 
bominable Peice of fraudulent Wickedneſs, 
to impoſe upon Chriſtians for their Subver- 
ſion, is here practiſed, by foiſting in the 
Foundation of all Relation into a Relation 
itſelf, let all the World judge, and judging 
too beware! He ſeemingly confeſſeth a Fa- 
ther and a Son in the Deity: He is deſired 
in his next Adventures if he can, without 
downright & pen Blaſphemy againſt both, 
to tell, without any Equivocation, or I ricks 
of impoſition, (if he can forbear them) upon 
what Foundation he buildeth the Relation, 
if it be not upon the common Deity, :*- 
"Tim, Wel, Sir, 17 mutt, with S ame, con- 
feſs, the precedent Query bad brought me in- 
ro the Mire; and ny Feet had fluck in it, 
had not you, by a timely Help, arawn me out, 
Pleſjed be God, I am delivered, in this mat- 
Fer, From the viſcous Entanglemenss 2 de.. 
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ſinin - Words, f ar removed from Sincerity 
and Truth. 10 return you mine wunfeigned 
Thanks to this your Aid and Support, yr 
pray furtbermore to ſet before you the third 
Query, which is, 
3. Whether "there be any one Text o 

© Scripture which treats 74 Unity o God, 

and placeth it in any other Perſon than the 
Father? 

| Chr. Methinks, a Perſon that would be 
Somebody ſhould be aſham'd to propound, 
in Prints, to the World, a Query that ſhall 
render him contemptible to the World, and 
in the Sight of all Men as Nobody. Surely 
hz hath, or at the leaſt pretends to have, read 
the Scriptures ; and if only with one Eye, 
and no Conſideration, or Obſervation, unleſs 
it be on one fide, who beſide himſelf can 
help it > If he hath not read 7ohn 5. 20. I 
ſhall deſire it of him; and if he will take it 
friendly. I will read to him the very laſt 
Verſe of the Epiſtle of on pre The Words 
are, To the only wiſe God, our Saviour, be 
Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, 
both now and forever, Amen. And if it may 
not be further a Tediouſneſs to him, I will 
alſo read to him 1 Tim. 6. 15. where he 
= Aſhall hear our Lord Jeſus Chriſt called, by 
the Apoſtle, the bleſſed and only Potentate, 
the King of Kings, and Lord a Lords : and 
in Ch. 1. 17. the only: wiſe God. 1 need 
make no Reflections upon the Paſſages of Ho- 
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ly Scripture, ſo er oppoſite to the 
Aſſertions of our upſtart Noveliſts; only 
take upon me to ask, Who is God, ſave the 
Lord, and who is the Lord ſave our God 2 
2 Sam. 22. 32. and Pſa. 18. 3 1. God is the 
Lord. Pſa; 118. 27. And the Lord he is the 
God; the Lord he is the God. 1 Kings 18.39. 
and Toſhua 24. 18. Therefore will we alſo 
ſerve the Lord, for he is our God. And now 
do you judge, yea let the Author of the 
Queries judge, and, with both you and him, 
all the World, whether the Unity of the 
Godhead is not, in Scripture, placed in- the 
Perſon of the Son, as well or as much as in 
the Perſon of the Father, and is as evidently 
made out to be ſo, +4 thoſe Texts of Holy 
Scripture here cited; as in Contradiction 
hereunto is Fobn 87. 3. alledged by the Ad- 
verſary. As for T Cor. 8. 6. another Text 
by him produced, tis too well known to e- 
very one, the Intent and Purpoſe of that loo- 
keth quite another way, and was never writ- 
ten to eclipſe the Divine Majeſty of our bleſ- 
| ſed Redeemer ;. for which unworthy Deſign 
1 tis now preſſed into the Service by that Par- 
tiſan; the Apoſtle's Drift, and Meaning 
thereby being to ſhew, that whereas infidel 
Idolaters had many Gods, and many Lords, 
and theſe, ſome in Heaven, and ſome on 
Earth, the Chriſtians owned and worſhip- 
ped but One God, the Maker of Heaven and 
Earth; and One Lord, the „ 1 
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Chriſt, the ſole Mediator between God and 
Man, for whoſe ſake, and Service alone, the 
World itſelf, and Man alſo, were created 
and made. Whereas therefore 'tis humbly 
pray'd, that ſome Text of Scripture may be 
alledged where 'tis ſaid, the One God is Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; tis on the con- 
trary, and I hope with more Grace, pray- 
ed, that he will ceaſe from henceforth to 
traduce the Scripture, and to blaſpheme the 
Son of God, the Author of them, as, by his 
Doctrines, now he doth ; upon which ac- 
count, they are worſe than were the Do- 
arines of Devils, who confeſſed our Holy 
leſus, and before him fled, feared, and trem- 
bled too. I beg your Pardon, my dear Ti- 
mot heus, for this Warmth and Heat in me; 
for verily 'tis begotten in me by a ſincere 
Zeat for the Lord, my God, my Saviour 
and Redeemer, whom I Jove and werſhip 
„„ 1 | 
Tim. A commendable Eos needs no. Par- 
don; and a zealous Afſeffion to a good Cauſe 
(and than this a better, I am ſure, there can. 
not be, becauſe you. herein fig ht again# a pro- 
7 Anticbriſt, in mn fudgment) is wor- 
thy of the higheſt Praiſef of Commendation, 
Gal. 4. 18. Tis good d he zealouſly affected 
always in a good Thing, No more therefore 
of ſuch your Apologie But on to ſtop the 
ouths, by ſtrong Confiutations, of Hereti- 
cal Gajnſayers , to wohith end permit me to 
bring forth bis fourth Nuten 5 


— 


= 


* 


| „„ FW 
Chr. Do ſo, and if it pleaſe you. oy 
4. Tim. Then, Sir, the fourth Quety is, 
* Whether the ſame Arguments that prove the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to be Three 
© diſtin@ Perſons, will not with equal Strength 
* conclude they are Three diſtin® Beings # 
Chr. No, by no means ; only that the 
Mode or Manner of Subfiſting in each of 
them is different and diſtinct. With your 
patient Submiſhon, my dear Timotheus, I 
will endeavour to illuſtrate this Myſtery, as 
far as *tis lawful to compare Spiritual Things 
with Temporal, or Temporal Things. with 


Spiritual, by a faint Reſemblance or Simili- 


tude. There js Fire, Heat, and Burning. 
Let Fire be the Eſſence, Heat the Property 
inſeparable toFire, and Burning the Strength 
and Power of both the former. Do theſe 
differ in any reſpect the one from the other, 
otherwiſe than in a nominal Diſtinction, by 
teaſon of their different Mode or Manner of 
Subſiſt ing. There is a fierce Heat, and an 
hot Buraing, and a burning Fire; all which, 
I ſuppoſe, every Man will grant to be the 
felf-ſame Thing in Being. I need make none 
Application; you your ſelf are perfectly 
„ TEST > | 
Sic parvis componere magna 
 Solemu — & 
To your fifth Query therefore, gaod 
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Tim. I readily obey your Pleaſure and 
Vid; and the fifthis, POW 
5. Whether any Man can properly be ſaid 
© 70 beleive that God is Three Perſons, and 
hut One Intelligent Being, without baving 
© ſome Notion of the Difference he bereby ma- 
* keth between a Perſon and an Intelligent 
r | EL. As - 
' Chr. Very eafily and truly; for the three 
Perſons in the ever bleſſed and glorious Tri- 
nity, are the one and the ſame Intelligent 
Being; only ſubſiſting in three diverſe Man- 
ners or Modes. Have you any more Que- 

ries of Ignorance and Impertinence ? 
Tim. I beſeech you Patience, Reverend 
Sir; be not moved; the Author of them is 
rather an ObjeF, becauſe of them, of more 
your Pity than Anger: and I hope you will 
have Compaſſron on both his Conceits and 
Weakneſſes : For truly, J perceive, tho they 
do not deſerve Commiſeration, they are very 
great. However, bis ſixth Query is, 
6. Whether (if na Difference can be af- 
* ſignd between an Ingelſigent Feing and 4 
Terſon) it be not a Comradigion to ſay, 
© That God is Three Perfons and One Being £ 
* that is; Mbether it be pot all one as to ſay, 
* be is Three Perſons and but One Perſon, 
© or Three Beings and # One Being ? 


Eut this Lam tonvinegd you have already 
led; and therefore, as to this 
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Onery, ſhall give you no further Trou 
but fetch forth the ſeventh ;, which is, 
© 7. Whether, if the Father, Son, and Spi- 
* rit, are but One Being, it is poſſible to hold 
that the Being of the Son was incarnate, 
* without holding that the Being of the Fa- 
© ther and Spirit was incarnate © | 
Ohr. And why not, conſidering the ſeve- 
ral Modes and Manners of their Subſiſting, 
according to their Ferſonalities, reſpeQively 
underſtood, and diſtinctly taken, Ratione 
Fundamenti, as the {imple Deity is the Foun- 
dation of that Relation? Where is the Ne- 
ceſſuy, if God ſubſiſting in his pure Eſſence, 
the Firſt Perſon, and in his Attributes a Se- 
1 _ cond, and in the Spirit of the Divinity, pro- 
1 cecding both from the Eſſence and Attri- 
i butes of God, a Third; that, becauſe in- 
| carnate under the. firſt Mode of Subfiſting, 
i e muſt be alſo under the ſecond ; or, be- 
| cauſe under the fecond he muſt be alſo un- 
5 der the third? They are ſeveral and di- 
| ſtinc Modes of Subſiſting; and the one doth 
not infer indiſpenſibly the other two. The 
W Son, vg ab v2 pluo, the ſecond: Perſon in the 
'1 Trinity, is God ſubſiſting in Nis Attributes, 
1 and not otherwiſe ; and ſo às to Perſonaliy 
|| js ſomething diſtin& from God the Father, 
5 fabliſting only in his Eſſence: and from 
. tae Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of the Deity, 
Mocceding from both. For the Eſſence of 
Col are not his Attributes, which flow from 
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it; as neither are his Attributes his S-irit. 
And this ſheweth you plainly the Poſſibility, 

ea even Certainty, that holding the being 
of the Son as a Perſon incarnate, we are un- 
der none Obligation of holding the Being 
of the Father, and of the Spirit, as diſtinct 
Perſons, to be incarnate likewiſe. And to 
you may, Timothers, if you are ſo diſpoſed 
to do, call in more Queries, if more you 
have, to oppugn the Catholick Faith of Chri- 
ſtians in this Caſe ; and I fhall endeavgur, 
by God's Alliſtance, to make a Reply, con- 
ſonant with the Word of Truth, unto them 
all, x : 
Tin. Truly. Reverend Sir, more there are; 
for they hold out to the full Number of” 
twelve, and one over. Out of the remaining 
goodly Set, the eighth, ninth, tenth, 2. 
thirteenth, no way bordering upon Divinity, 
in no way concern us. They are Queries 
grounded on Party-Quarrels; and let the 
contentious Litigants argue, debate, conſult, 
dlec idle, and determine them among themſelues, 
Where Chriit, and the. ſaving Truth of bis 
Goſpel is nor intereſte! is mine Opinion, 
we ought not, *Wzſdontzpiveth V nderſlan. 
ding.; and Underſtand? # reacheth Diſcre- 
tion; and Diſcretiou Qbaxity and Charity 
firit looketh at me. Rfpardleſs iherofure 
of their but bew, and bain Jung- 
ings, 1 ſal e the eleventhy and fe- 
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thoſe deſperate Warriours, vigorouſly fig bt. 
ing gain Christ, the Lord, the Lord of 
Ho . And the fir of rheſe, which is the 
cleventh of theirs, is, 

* 11, het her they who ſay the Son did 
© Bnow the Day and Hour of the Laft Judg- 
ment, when he ſaid expreſly he did not; 
wherber, I ſay, they do not make Chriit ts 
have been guilty of an Equivocation ? and 
whether ſuch an Aſſertion is no. very dan- 
gerous, as tending to introduce, by bis Ex- 
awple, a Pradice which will defiroy all 
Credit among Chriſtians & , 

Chr. To give you a full Anſwer, Timo- 
theus, to this Query, "is meet that I take 
into Confideration, and that I enquire into 
the Occaſion, and ſeck out to what Intent 
our Lord ſpake theſe Words here made uſe 
of; that we may be able to underſtand un- 
what Thing they have reſpe&, Again; 
who & what he was that ſpake them, Theſe 
Points premiſed and diſcuſſed, we ſhall the 
better be able to judge. whether ſuch Per- 
ſons as ſiy, The Speaker knew what he 
ſpake, as God, bur as Man. did not know, 
make him gullty of an an and 
whether, Go. 

The Words ſpoken are ſet down by St. 
Mark: But of that Day and that Hour 
knoweth no Man, no. not the: Angels which 
are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Fa- 
ther, &c. T! hey are e viitten a by that' Apo- 
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ſtle in Chap. 13. Ver. 32. However, St. 
Matthew, *tis obſervable, in his Goſple, 
hath left out thoſe Words, contained in St. 
Mark's, neither the Son, as ye may ſee, Mat. 
24. 36. And if ye conſult St. Luke, ye 
ſhall perceive him not only to have lefr out 
what St. Matthew hath done in that Verſe, 
but alſo the whole Verſe it ſelf. He ſpea- 
keth nothing as to any Man's, or Angel's, or 
the Son's, or the Father's knowing of it at 
all, Luke 21* = | 
Thus, we ſee, St. Matthew hath ſet down 
that Saying but in part, St, Mark to the ful, 
St. Luke not at all. However, all of theſe 
have given us an Account of the Occaſion of 
them, and related the Anſwer given upon 
that Occaſion. Now, the Occaſion of theſe 
Words was a Queſtion or two demanded of 
Chriſt, concerning a Propheſy or Predicti- 
on of his, foretelling the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem. St. Mark maketh no mention 
of this Propheſy ar Prediction at all: St. 
Matthew hath, Chap. 23,34. to the End: 
And ſo hath St. Luke too, Ch. 19. 41. And 
this Propheſy Was given, as our Lord was 
journey ing to 5 eruſa me Whither when 
come, ſome, mindfal of his former Words, 
ſhewed him the Mannes t the Stones, and 
the Goodlineſs ef the>Bniidings ; and no 
doubt, if poſũbla to prevent the impendent 
Ruin thereof. Ig whom Chiſt, confir- 
ming his former Speeshes, ſald, of them, 
* Bir = = - There 
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There ſpall not be left one Stone upon ano- 
ther that ſhall not be thrown down. Where- 
upon, as ne fat upon the Mount of Olives, 
over againſt tne Temple, Peter, and James, 
and John, and Andrew, obſerving that 
Time to be a fit Opportunity, came to him, 
and aſked him privately ; Tell us, ben. ſball 
all theſe Things be? and what ſhall be the 
Sign when all theſe Things ſhall be fulfilled 2 
Thus St. Mark, Ch, 13, 1, 2, 3. St. Luke 
relateth it altogether to the ſame purpoſe, 
and almoſt in the ſelf-ſame Words: Maſter, 
but when Hall all theſe Things be? and what 
Sign will there: be when theſe Things ſhall 
come to piſs 2 Ch. 21. 7. But St. Matthew 
hath made, ſeemingly, another Repreſenta- 
tion of the Words, by adding to them, What 
ſhall be the Sign of thy Coming, and of the . 
End of the World? Mat. 24. 3. clearly in- 
timating thereby, what ſince hath been ac- 
kaowledged of all Men to be very Truth, 
that that Deſtruction was the Day of the 
Lord's Vengeance upon the Fews, and to 
put a final Period to their State and Govern- 
ment, called the Coming of the Lord, and 
the End of the World; even as afterward it 
came to paſs. ' So that our Lord had no re- 
ſpe& to the Diſſolution of the Univerſe, and 
the Day of Judgment; concluding that 
only to the Deſtruction of the Fews, and 
of their Temple, their City, their whole 
Land and Country 


=.” 3 
And 'tis furthermore both plain and cer- 
tain, from the Deſcription the Lord hath 
made of it, and from that Advice he hath 
given in it, and, in particular, from that, 
Determination of Time he hath fix'd to it, 
ſaying, Thi Generatian ſhall not paſs away, 
until all theſe Things be fulfilled. Which 
Words, as not unworthy fpecial Remark, 
are taken notice of, and recorded, by every- 
of the Three Evangeliſts that have written 
of that Matter. Mat. 24. 34. Mark 13. 30. 
Luke 21. 32. So that the Author of the 
Queries was not a little miſtaken, whilſt lie 
' ſtretched out and extended thoſe Speeches 
intinitely beyond their Deſign, and makes 
our Lord in his Words to mean an univerſal 
Day of Judgment upon all Fleſh; when on- 
ly a particular one upon the Jewiſo People 
and Nation was intended. And this Errour, 
however the Author of the Queries may ac- 
count of it, is no leſs an Hereſy than was 
theirs, who ſaid, becauſe fof the Reſurrecti- 
on of Chriſt, and of thofe Saints that aroſe 
as Attendants to him at his Reſurrection, 
that the Ræſurrect ion is overpait, and ſo de- 
nied any future Refurre&ion, 2 Tim. 2. 18. 
For by making this particular Judgment of 
God upon the Tewiſs Nation and People, 
the Final Je be imply'd, the 
Judgment which God thalt paſs upon all 
Men, is already paſſed ; and ſo there is no 
univerſal Judgment fyture, or to come at all; 
125 An 
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And the Reaſon wherefore our Lord dif. 
courſed ſo largely and fully of theſe Things, 
to his Diſciples, was, by Inſtruct ion to ſhew 
them what Calamities were coming upon 
the Earth ; and withal to teach them how 
to take care of themſelves, and their own 
Security and Safety. 3 
And thus having duely conſidered this 
Point, *tis not unprofitable next to conſider, 


| who and what he was that uttered theſe 


Words, in St. Mark, Of that Day and that 
Hour knoweth no Man, no not the Angels of 
God, which are in Heaven, neither the Son, 


but the Father, As to his Name, we are 


aſſured it was Feſus, who is called Chri# : 
And TFeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, 
ſaith St. Matthew, Ch. 24. 4. Cc. So ſaid 
St. Mark too, Ch. 13. 5. And Jeſus anſwe- 
ring them began to ſay. So St. Luke like- 
wiſe, Ch. 21.8. And be ſaid, &c. Now, 
if he is the ſame that was mentioned at Ver, 
24. of the precedent Chapter, relation be- 


ing had to none other, from that Place even 


to this. And ſo the Author of the Query 
hath both confeſſed and acknowledged him, 


as is expreſly affifm'd in this Query, ſaying 


and asking, Whether they do not make 


urid ze have beguguiley;of an 5 | 
ds is the 
Son of the ever living God. But foraſmuch 


as Chrilt is, in all reſpects, of a Compound 


Nature, and in every of theſe the Son of 


N God, 


at,” 
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Sad; rightly, and truely, and properly fo 
called; it behoveth us to conſider him un- 
der all thefe Notions refpectively following : 
As Man fimply conſidered, as Man taken 
ihto the Godhead; and finally as God alonc. 
As Man, he often calleth himſelf the Sun of” 
Man. Mat. 19. 13. Whom do Men ſay that | 
F the Son of Man am? And was he not 
Man, who partook of Fleſſi and Blood, was 
encompaſſed with the ſame Infirmitics, and 
in all Things tempted like as we are? Heb. 
2. 14. 4. 15. Foraſmuch as the Children 
are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo 
himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame; And 
again, we have not an High-Prieſt [Jeſus 
the Son of God) which cannot be touch'd 
with a Feeling of our Infirmities; but was 
in all Things tempted like as we are, yet 
without Sin. He did eat, he drank, he wa- 
ked, he ſlept, he hungred, he thirſted, he 
fainted, was weary ; and, to ſay no more, 
he was in no way exempted from any Mi- 
ſeries incident to Humane Nature. And 
as all theſe Things infallibly prove him to 
be a Man, and the Sam of Man, fo they 
make him to be the Son of God; being e- 
qually the Son of God by Virtue of his be- 
- fag created Man out of the Fleſh of the Vir: 
gin Mary, his Mother ; as Adam was the 
Son of God, by virtue of God's creating him 
Man out of the Duſt of the Earth; and who 
nn, 1. the Son 
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of God expreſly, Luke 3. 30. Once more; 


Chriſt muſt needs be the Son of God, in re- 


fact of his Deity ; being all the eſſential 
Attributes of God, neceſſarily ariſing out, 
and by an Eternal Generation begotten of 
him. Hence he is called the only begotten 
Son, which is in the Boſom of the Fa- 
ther, John 1, 18. and ſaid to be in the Fa- 
ther, and the Father in him, John 14. 10, 


11. and ts be one and the fame Thing that 


the Father is, 70hu 10. 30. and to live by 
rac Father, Fobn 6. 57. As tis taught like- 
wiſe, that whoſoever denyeth the Son, the 
lame hath not the Father, 1 Jobs 2. 23. 
aud that whoſoever hath ſeen the Son hath 


feen the Father alſo, John 14. 9. And fi- 


nally hie is the Son of God, as Man taken in- 
to the Godhead, or the Word made Fleſh ; 
in reference whereunto it hath been ſaid un- 
to him by the Father, Thou art my Son, 
this Day have I begotten thee, Heb. 1. 5. 


By means of which Incarnation, he hath ob- 


trained another Mode, and a new Manner of 
fubſiſting. By reaſon of which alfo we 


hear him to ſay; that the he is God as 
well as Man, he is leſs than the Father, 


ow 


Jebn 14. 28. My Father is greater than 1. 


And how ſhall not the Father, being the E- 
rernal One, be grefter than he; he, 2s 
Chriſt, beginning to fabſiſt only, when the 


Falneſs of Time was cme? Gal. 4. 4. The 


tecond Perſon in the ever bleſſed and glori- 
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ous Trinity was actually never Chriſt until 
incarnate, being incarn ite he became Chriſt, 
but without ceaſing to be, what he was be- 
fore, in the Unity of the Deity, one with 
the Father, and equal to him, over ail | onc} 
God, bl-ſſed forevermore, Rom. 9. 5, | 
But tho' in this Hypoſtatick Unton, the 
| ſecond Perſon in the Trinity became one 
with Man, yet he communicated not unto 
Man all the Glories of his Eternal Deity, 
only ſo much as was needful for him then, 
in order to accompliſh the great Work of 
our Redemption: In all other caſes, as Man, 
he was, but what he was, and each one is, 
frail Man, And for this Cauſe, having for- 
med to himſelf a Body of Imbecility, liks 
unto ſinful Fleſh, obnoxious to every Cala. 
mity, and Death; and fo united unto it, as, 
by an everlaſting Union, to become one 
with it; not permitting the Brightncſs- of 
the Glories of his Divine Majzity incom- 
prehenſibly to break forth, and thine in it; 
he is ſaid, by his Holy Apoſtle St. Paul, to 
have made himſelf void, or to have emptied 
himſelf, ta have made himſelf vain ; i. e. to 
have made himſelf become as nothing. Pil. 
2. 7. He made himſelf of no Repuitation, in- 
eſtimable, by taking 9 bim the Form of a 
Servant. 8 
When he is heard therefore, in ſpeaking 
any thing of him ſelß more than Man, he 
muſt be un derſtood d speak of kinſelf as 
„ed; 
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Cod; and when of himfelf, as leſs than 
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God, then as Man. From whence it appea- 
reth to be no Contradiction for him to ſay, 
as in the Goſpel he doth; at one time, in re- 
card of his Deity, Pefore Abraham was I 


am, John 8. 58. and at another, with reſpect 


to bis Humanity, I can of my own ſelf do 
nothing, 7457 5-30. or that there are I hings 
that he doth not know, as the Inſtance gi- 
ven, vis. the Day and Hour of God's Ven- 
gcance coming upon a Land or Nation. Nor 
is this to equivocate in Words of Expreſſi- 
ons; t e whole Intent being not to blind 
Mens Eycs, and impoſe upon tucir Under- 
ſtandings; rather to open and enlighten 
them, by diſtinguiſhing and manifeſtins un- 
to them ſuch Secrets ot Knowledge, as with · 
out ſuch Inſtruction muſt ever have remai- 
pe] hidden from their Cognizance. I up- 
braid no Man of either Ignorance or Malice; 
bur and if a Perſon will, with naked Face, 
betray himſelf before the World in both of 
theſe, he 1s worthy *o bear his own Shame, 
and one Day 1 to receive a condig zn Puniſh- 
went Od. 
Tim. TI pray God to blep the Infirmities of 
ell Men, and to grant the tene kel Repentance | 
11nt9 Eternal I. ite; abimdance of which, i. e. 


of Infirmity and iFickedneſs, hath been ſpew. : 


ed m the Queries here propounded. I will 
ma be ub 1 pon the deſperate Author. 
o/ them; "on 8 ſep, Fas 155 Faunot * much 
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Learning hath made him mad; yet too much. 
Pride and Love of Contention bath made him 
forget bimſelſ, in bis Duty toward bis God 
and Saviour, and towards his Church, and 
all Saints. And now, Sir, I am come to the 
laſt Query, I conceive it adviſaÞle to trouble 
you with; and which is as follometb᷑⸗- 
12. Whether, if the Holy Spirit us the 
Supreme God, he muſt not have as much. 
« Right to give the Father, as the Father can 
have to give bim; and whether, upon this 
Suppoſition, it can be proper tor Chriſtians 
to pray to the Father to give them his Holy 
Spirit ? 5 | 
Chr. This Query, my Timotheus, is found- 
ed upon a Suppolition very heterodox, and 
even contradictory to its own ſelf; and there- 
fore by no means to be granted: Which is 
that becauſe, in the Caity of the Godhead 
or Deity, there are Three Perſons; there- 
fore there muſt be an Inequality between 
them; if not, one is as good and as great as the 
other; and ſo one hath no more Power over 
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that one would be obliged to obey, what 


the other {hall command bim! in. Such No- 


tion is too carnal and mundane for the 
Heavenly Doctrine we profeſs; and by the 
which, we know, and therefore do aſſert, 

according to the Goſ pel, the only Diffe- 
rence, between the three Perſons, to con- 
ſt in the divers Modes of their Subliſtence; 4 
and according to the Diverſity of them, in | 
their ſeveral Operations, or Manners of Wor- 
kings, called by Divines their Offices, 
Wherefore it is the ſame God, which worketh 
all in all, 1 Cor. 12. 6. Jam not wiſe en- 
ough, or rather ſomething the contrary, ta 
be able to diſcern any Caufe wherefore it 
cannot be otherwiſe than proper for Chri- 
ſtians to pray to the Father to give them his 
Spirit ; whereas at the ſame time I affirm, 
to pray the Holy Spirit to give us the Fa- 
ther, is not 4 to confound the Trinity 7 
but to pray to be Gods eſſentially our ſelves, 

the Mode of the Father's Subl ſting being 
in his Effence alone, 

And now, my dear Timotheus, 28 you 
have done with Queries, ſo have [done with 
Anſwers, All that remaineth for me, as a 
Man of God, to do this in Caſe, is, to warn 
and adviſe thee to marł them that cauſe Di- 
viſions and Offences, comraxy to tbe Doctrine 
which Call the Faithſul in Chriſt. Jeſus] 
haus learned, and avoid them, Rom, 16. 17, 
to fle thcſe Ting 5 to follow after 
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Codlineſs. Faith, Love, Patience, Meck- 
neſs. Hold faft therefore the Form of ſound 
Morde, the Apoſtles Creed, Athanaſius's 
Creed, "the Nicene Creed; in a Word, the 
Evang click Creed, which i is the Faith of all 
God's " Elec. Do this, and keep it, and live 
by it: * this, and live for eyermoree 
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